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Tribes of Koraput District 
(Their pre-agricultural economic life) 


Introduction 
The district of Koreput is located between 
-20°3" and 17°S0' North latitudes and 81°27" and 
{84° Esst longitudes. 1 is bounded on the North 
by Kalohendl and Reiput districts, on tho 
Enet by Stikakulem and Ganjem district on 
«the South by East Godavari and Visakhapatnam 
districts and on the West by Bastar district. In 
‘roa it Is 27,000-00Sq._ Kms. and the largest 
istset In Orissa, According to the 1977. census 
‘tho district hed.e populotion of 2,043,281 which 
ha Increased to 2,467,829 jn 1981 census. The 
Annexure | gives the growth rate of differant 
districts, 1818 seen thot the deconniol growth rato 
in 1971—81 hes diminished to 2075. por cont 
compared with lis corresponding figure. in 
181-71 which was 3089 por cont,.The density 
fof population in tho. dittrct is 92 per Sq. Km. 
9 figure for the Stare 08 


‘8 whale is 169. 


Koraput isa land of geogrephica diversities. 
Broadly it can be divided into four distret 
‘geophysics regions oll of which form part of the. 
‘southern section of the grest lino ofthe Eastern 
Ghats, The Natural divisions are, (1) Reyageda 
‘and Gunupur division, (2) Koraput division, 
(3) Jeypore and Nawarangour division and 
(4) Malkangiti division: 


Rayagada and Gunupur Division 

The Rayegsda snd Gunupur division com: 
prises tho tahasils of Bissem-cuttack, Gunuput, 
Raysgada and Kesipur. It isa 1,000 ff. plateau 
comprising parallel valleys of two tives, the 
Vansodhara and the Nogavali and ranges of high 
hills end rugged terrain. There ero large tects 
of forcets containing some of tho most veluable 
species of timber with 2 fow patches of cultivable 
lend dotted here and there nthe ares. This 
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netura division receives lower rainfall then the 
‘other three divisions due to its location in. the 
rain shadow of the South-West monsoon, 


Koraput Division 
The Koroput natural division is» 3,000 ft 
ploteau exton¢ tho 
oidor of East Godavari distiet.. The main 
features ofthis division ore the line of high ills 
‘of tho Deomal, (5,486 ft.) tho higher peck in 
Orissa and tho valley and toblo land of Pettangt 
whieh ean be compated in natural resources end 
‘conic beauty with the Lambordy plain of tho 
‘Alps, This vellay ls most suitable for cultivation, 
fof citrus nd other tomperate fruits and of all 
kinds of vogetabies throughout the year. Doto- 
rostation’s rolentiess march has. steadily stipped 
‘the most of tho arua baro of is forest cover. This 
at, the Kolab end 

‘experiences. tho 
elovation 


Jeypore and Nawarangpur Division 
‘The Jeypore and Nawarengpur division is 
otherwise known e82,000 ft. plateau wh'ch 
overs the Whole of Nawarengpur subdivision, 
{tis almost a ft country exeapt for the for 
fn the west of Jeypore tahasil end a few isolcted 
hills of low height, Vest stretches of thick 
fotests teeming with Sel trees cro the speciality 
fof this region. The north-east monsoon rarely 
{avcuie this plotesu end in consequence the area 
becomes dryand hot inthe eummer seeson and 
people fool ecute scarcity of water. Nevertheless 
‘he soll is fetle end people grow paddy, wheat, 
sugereane, and vegetables In felt quantity 


Malkangiri Division 


‘The eestern section of this Malkengirl natural 
division forms # 3,000 ft. plateeu and the rest of 
it declines from en elcvetion of 800 ft. to. 400 ft 


‘A numberof rocky wooded hills spotted through 
‘out the region bresks the monotony of the plain. 
‘The rape of the forests is as conspicuous in this 

gion as. olsewhore. This tact is notably 
‘alorious, becsuse swampy in rainy season and 
‘the summer here ie very hot. : 


This district of Koraput is famous for ts tribat 
population wh’ch comprises according to the 
1971 census 5634 por cont (1,181,232 
‘Scheduled Tribe population) of is totel popula- 
ton. Tribes of both South Munda and predro- 
Vidian language groups ate found in the district 
and out of 82 tibal eommunitias of Orissa there 
‘10.03 many 08 57 of tham ishabiting the dierct 
in vatying numbers, Tho lst of the vibes with 
‘population 's furnished in Annaxure Ml. The list 
‘shows that thare are thrve major wibos namely 
Kondh, Bhottads and Paroja which exceed ono 

kn population eech. Among them tha Kondh 
having 325,144 population top the list snd the 
‘thor two tribes comprises 190 979 and 199,738 
Population rspoctivey. 


Tho nos in order of numerical strength are the 
Gond, tho Bhumia, the Koys. the Gidabs, the 
Sabor or Lodha and tha Saora which vaty in 
Population range tiom 28.000 to 67,000. Two 
‘vibos namaly the Bondo Paroja snd th> Diddyi 
which have each euch a small population 
5.336 in tho caso of the former ond 2.184 in 
the case of tho later are found no whore oe 
‘except in Koraput district and being at tho level 
f pro-agriculurel technology they aro regarded 
the most primitive communities. 


‘The tribst communities ore found in varying 
Concentration in diferent naturel divisions of the 


dietict. Thoir distibution in different goophy- 
‘ical sections with population ie given in 
Annexute Il. The distibution shows thet the 


Rayagada and Koraput divisions ere the main 
stronghold of the Kondh and only Ravageds 
‘of tho Scora and the Ssbar, Kofoput end 
Nawovasigour divisions of tho Petoie end only 
Newatangpur of tha Bhottads. Tho divisions 
‘where the Goud ato in large concentration is 
Nawsrangpur and the Gedaba sre confined to 
Koraput and Nawarcngpur divisions exclusively. 
Im general some of tho major wibes like the 
Saova, the Bhottada, the Koya, tho Gond end 
‘the Omanetya are found in specie arses, where- 
‘28 others such as the Kondh end the Paroja 
fare spread more widely than the Gadabs and 
‘the Bhumia, 


{Like the major tribes some of the minor tribes 
‘who fall to the population renge of 1,000—10,000 
ate widely sproed and others aro confined to 
specific aieas. For example, the Kondedara, 
the Kotic, the Dherus and the Holva are found 
Jn more than one natural region where 98 tho 
Jatapu ate confined exclusively to Rayageds; 
the Bondo Paroja and Didayi to Matkangi the 
Paronga to Korsput end tho Pontia to Newa 
aput divisions, The most primitive among 
them like the Bondo Paroja end the Didayi are 
found tiving in an isolated pocket within’ their 
‘main natural region. What is. most fescin 

about these tribes is their archaic productive 
technology and adaptive strategy of holding on 
to an ec9-cultsal niche of their own with very 
lite symbiotic socio-economic articulation 
with the sunoundiog dominant pecsanty. The 
following section deals in dotail about tho ti 

life in tho prior etapo of econcmie development, 


Gensral_ Review of Shifting Cultivation, 
Shitting cultivation is any continuing agri- 
cultural systom in which Impormenont clearings 
thor inthe hillslope or at the hilltop or 
ropped for shortor periods In you's than they 
(2 fallowod. Tho practice of shifting cultiva- 
‘on is ® world-wide phenomenon porticulerly 
Jn the tropieal and sub-vopieal regions of the 
world and there are evidencesto show that it 
sin existence wince tho neolithic times. It ia 
known sg su'tage in Ardennos, en forming in 
West Afiies, ae Kohola in tho sguth-oast 
Solomon Islends, a8 Cheno by tho Vedde. 


{in india, tho dhl and kamen cultivation emong 
‘the Hill Bhuinyos, the ponds among the Marla 
cof Besta, the num of tho tibes of north-oaster 
hill sees, the podu of the Kondh, ond the bewor 
‘of tho Baige are all more or less kin to shitting 
cutthstion. 


Where light scrub and grass land is cleared 
for cultivation the practice is called hoe end burn 
tilege.- in deciduous forests sleeh end burn 
clearing technique is prcctised. In continually 
‘drenchod jungle slash ond mulch technique is 
{followed for growing e:ops. 


It is eatimeted thot bout 14 milion square 
miles st under shifting cultivation in the entire 
world and about 200 million people are 
‘sing it. Compared with the global picture the 
‘tea under shifting cultivetion in Orissa is about 
10,539 equs:e miles of 23,72,705028 hectare 
fof land. About 91 por centof this area lie in 
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Southern Orissa and only 8 por cent in Northern 
(rissa. A rough estimate shows that 6,47,000 
people In Southern Orissa and 69.412 pooplo in 
Northern Orissa practise this cultivation, 
Roughly 7 per cent. of the tribal population of 
tho State cary on shiking cultivation, 


All activities connected with. shifting cultiv 
tion aro portotmed mostly by communal labo 
‘Tho land under shitting cukivation belongs to 
tho village, The village elders decide at the 
village mecting whieh sity they should cultivate 
‘Thoreattor on an appointed day they aasomblo 
at tho site end distribute tho land among them= 
selvos aecording to their requirements 


‘The fold work connected with shifting ult 
vation begins with forest-cloaring. Most_of the 
‘vibe! communities cut the tees high above the 
‘ground leaving the stools of ebout 2 ft. in 
height. But somo tribal communities cut the 
trees flush with the ground. The Hill Bhuinyos 
‘of Narthorn Orissa pile dried loaves and branches 
at tho base of the tices and set fio to them 
to kill the toes. These doad toes ato. ott 
tending in the swiddens to serve es bean stalks. 


‘The tibes everywhere in Orissa plough the 
‘swiddens by means of hoe tipped with an 
iron point. Dibbling of Cofanus  Cajan (Red 
‘grsm-Kandula) inthe holes mado in rows by 
‘means of a dibble praceeds the sowing of seeds 
fof mixed crops of millers such cs Penicum 
Millar, Penicum  alicum, Sorghion vulgore, 
Pennisetum Typholdes, Pulso crops of Cajanus 
Indicus, Dolichos Biflorus: and bean crops such 
as Jhudang end Barubud) are slo sown 
with the miles, 

‘The tibels eso gow oil-seeds tke Abysna 
Guzot/ea and Sesamum indicum in he swiddens. 

Exoopt the Juang and. the Bhuinya of 
Northern Oris no other tribe grows peda in 
‘the swiddons. In. somo aroas particularly in 
Southern Origsa tho Sooras and tho Khonds 
‘grow valuable commercial crops such 
turmeric and ginger in tho swidden, 

Shifting cutivation mplies 0 cultivation cyclo 
Inwhich a stip of land Is brought undor 
‘swiddon_ system of cultivation for two to threo 
years and aftr thia the clearing is. abondoned 
for five 1010 yoars.boforo It is 
lossical explonstion of 


thie 


rotational 
phenomenon is that the repeated cutting and 
burning of the vegetational cover causes. soil 
ftosion and consequent loss of soll nutients. 


‘The diminishing retuens from the swiddens aro 
cited as tho proof of such conditions which 
necessitate to keep the old site follow to 
recuperate and shift to a now sito for cultivation. 
This explanation is largely given” by the 
‘nlighroned persons. 


Anthropologics! enquiies into the opinion of 
those who are practising swidden cultivation 
‘ond direct obsowvation of labour input In such 


‘cultvation rovoal that the amount of work 
Involved in various intercultural practins 
‘outwoigh the yiold a8 timo passes at an. 


Increasing rato ond thovefore it is. the labour 
Input end not the. eoil erosion or nutionts. loss 
which compels shitting, 


‘As indicated above, ewiddon system is 
characterized by a period of oultvation onda 
poliod of fallow. The duration of those two 
periods le determined by two typos of 
Culivaticn-protein-rich sued-culture and. starch= 
Tich root or miller erops of vegeculture. When 
protein-tich sced-erops ate grown, more 
‘uryiants are needed in the ashes, ltr and soil 
‘than when starch-tich root-erope ate cultivated. 
Iti for this toxson that. the seed-crope. requ 
longer fallow potiods for the restoration of soil 
fomility than the root or millet crops. 


Tho sced-culture system tends to become 
‘ecologically maladapted _whon population 
Increases. For this reason in tho regions. where 


the seed-cropping was. radtionally dominant 
there has beon a shift from sced-culture. to 
vegeculture, Both the pressure of population 
‘and change in cultivation have been responsible 
for the shortening of the fallow period. 
Motoover thes conditions have obliged. tho 
swidden cultivators to look for  poteinrich 
souteos of food supply sueh as hunting oF 
{ishing or animal husbandry. 


Plant diversity is greeter ond plant stratiticas 
tion is more intricate in vegeculture than in 
sved-culture, Therefore growing of mixed. crops 
rather the rule than excoption under the 
vepeculture swiddn system of cultivation. 


‘Tho mixed cultvetion offers many. advantages. 
From the eecnomic point of view, tho harvest isa 
‘sequent! _ono which enables tho swidden 
cultivators to uso something on foodgreins ond 
‘somathing for cloning debt. Generel observation 
‘f tibal zgrculture point out thst tho sequential 
harvesting of mixed ctops under multiple etopping 
pattern allows greater trecdom from —money- 


lenders then the single harvesting system under 
rmano-eopping pattem. However, this point 
requites. detaled investigetion to find out the 
nature of relationship betwoen the money-londers 
‘nd swidden cultivators. 


From tho agtleuttural point of view mixed 
Cerepping is a form of post control, Distances. in 
‘space and time between co-spectic plants allows 
them some oseape trom hast-specific herbivores. 
In any cese both from an agricultural and 
@conomic point of view mixed cropping is 9 way 
‘of spreading risk, What edvantoges doos the 
mixed cropping swidden cultivation offer to the 
‘ecosystem so far a8 Its stability ond maturity ore 
eoncorned is @ matter which requires intensive 
Investigation, 


The trbos identify the months on the besls of 
the principal activities carted out in. those 
month, For exampl, tho Sootas call the month 
fof February ae Nivagae which means that itis the 
‘month in which firewood is collected from the 
‘widens. The month of September is celled 
Tisorgae becauso 1 isin ths month thet_ weeding 
(tisar in Soro longuage) Is tekonup. The works 
load conceming shifting eultvetion—verles from 


‘month to month in differant regions among 
differnt tribes. For example, the months of 
January, Soptombor, October and November 


record the heaviest woik and February, March and 
cember moderately heavy end Apil, June 
July end August lighter work among the ‘Sacra 
ff Koreput and Ganjom. In contrest the months 
Which record tho heaviest work smong the 
Kondhs of Kalohandi are Fobruary, Merch, April 
‘and June whereas the corresponding months are 
‘August, October, Decembor and January in the 
nso of tho Bhuinye of Keonjher. Tho monthly 
Variations in work-locd avo determined bythe 
‘environmental conditions and locational peculiar 
ties Which govern cropping psttorns and activtios 
of people 


Soverel objections sto raised against tho 
widen system of culietion. Some of the 
Jmportant polats of view. tom which it i 


Cliticized ore decimation of vegetstionel cover 
fand high siltation of ver bods, transformation 
of fertile and productive lends into. barien. lends 
‘and unproductive swempe and descrts and con- 
Version of tigers into maneaters and of elophants 
Into rogues. 


‘hore ate several such arguments end counter 
arguments regarding the practice of shifting 


cultivation. One view is thatthe twital people 
fetablished in the prectice of shiting cultivation 
‘fom tho time beyond memory and it isnot only 
‘a way of life but elso best adepted to their 
habitet. Moreover, the slash end burn method of 
tillage Is inextrecebiy linked with food habits 
‘Among the shitting cultivetion the mejor bulk of 
protein content in their diet is obtained from 
YVegetsble sources. Swidden is the most important 
source of vegeteble protein emorg the shiting 
‘cultivators. The plain lands under wet cultivation 
Yield storch end carbohydrate-rich cere! crops 
Such as paddy and rag! whereas the swicde 
Viold protein-rich seed-orops. In such a situation 
ny Measure which discourages. shitting cul 
vatien without providing alternative. sources of 
Yogetable piotein is Suto to. aggravate protein 
deficiency and do more horm than good to the 
shifting cultivators, 


‘The shifting cultivation hee 0 direct bearing en 
environmental conditions. Retering to the tropl- 
cal rain forests many research scholars. have 
pointed out thet in contrast to solla_In temperate 
climates, the soils in tropical forests do not stock 
‘tho esoental plant nutients; these re. concen- 
trated in plante and tees end only swidden 
‘methods ean return them to the soll and pormit 
18 renewed etop growth. 


A comparison between Intensive cultivation 
rmothods snd the swidden systom of egrleulture 
shows that the formar is no. less dengerous than 
the latter Intensive cultivation motheds. imply 
heavy dose of fortlizer input which instecd of 
doing good to the plents, could cecelarte soil 
‘erosion in meny ee808. Tropical soils ere ofton 
very poor nutient reservoir. Leaching. ie rapid 
‘and tho chemict! festilizers lio deep down oa 
layer of unweatherod rack. Under this condition, 
It is necessary to apply chemical fertilizers 
frequently in lerg® quantities for plant growth. 
‘Tho consequenss of tho Intensive fortilizer Input 
‘aro the sbortive cost of labour input and incren 

Ing toxicity which makes the acid soll mote acidic. 


‘A general review of the demegraphy of Oritse 
shows thet the densely populated sreas a 
coterminous with egriulturally intensive zones 
‘and sparcely populeted areas are coterminous 
with “ereas which aro under shifting eultivitlon 
‘There appoars to be a direct cor 

damographic pressure end agricultural intenefic 
ton 


In some tribal ees manland ratio has been 
isrupted, One of tho causes of this disuption ie 
the increase 0! population beyond tho. centying 
capscity of lend under shifting cultivation. The 
‘wth this is parti 


Extra population from the areas of agricultural, 
intensification in the plains has. inflated. into 
the hill end hes exerted unusuel pressure on the 
Indigencus population snd resources of ‘hair 
hbitet, Porennially dained toile stips of land 
in valley bottem ate now utilized for growing 
‘tops by tpplying intensive and Improved agtl= 
cultural preetices. The edjoining  non-tibal 
communities have © substantial share in the 
produce fiom shifting cultivation without contr- 
puting any labour in tho process of raising crops. 
‘Thess and many ether fcetols need to be taken 
Into eonsideretion while studying the problems of 
demographic pressure end swidden cultivation 


COVERAGE UNDER SHIFTING 
CULTIVATION 

‘Tho practice of shifting cultivation is a 

‘world-wide phenomenon ond there ore evidences 

to show that itis in exitence sinc tho Neo= 


200 million people ato practising it either as 
4 primary or subsidiary source of livelihood. 


Nostly thvee decadce o¢0 Dr. H. F. Mooney, 
CChiet Consorvetor of Forests of Orissa had made , 
fan eye estimation of atea under shifting 
uttvation in Orisse. According to him ths 
extent of coverage under shifting cultivation 
Wos about 12,770 Sq' miles or 1/5 of the total 
land surface ‘of the Stato and nesrly 935,700 
‘Wibet poopie wore dependent on this method of 
cultivation. 

Fairly cecursts information regarding the extent 
ff the rca under shiting cultivation can be 
‘obtained from the vegetation maps of India which 
have been prepecod by the Institute Francis, 
Pondicherry, Indie, The measurement of the 
patches shown in the map under shifting cut 
tion in different vegetations! zones com 


to 
about 2/879,333'534 or 26,793'338 Sq, Kms. 
‘Which means thet about 17 per cent of the total 
‘geographical area of the state which is 1,58,84200 


‘Sq, Kis, is affected by hitting cultivation, The 
coverage under shifting cultvetion which is 
sated hore in this section Includes. not only 
‘widen plote but also. immediate edjacent areos 
Which are seriously affecyed. by the practice of 


lithic times. It fs. estimated thet about 14 shifting cultwation. The hectareage undor shitting 
million Sq. miles of area are under shitting cultivation in differant vegetational zones is given 
Cultivation all over the world and nearly in the Tablo 1 
TABLE 
Shiting cultivation in dierent vegetationat zones 
Sh Vegotatione| Zones 
No. 
Oy @ @ 
1) Moist vegotetion type SHOREA-TERMINALIA-ADINA (Sal-Asona- 1,367,517-937 
Kuruma), 
2. Moist vegotction type SHOREA-SYZYGIUM-OPERCULATUM sories (Sal- —6,21,741'601 
Jama and woes grown in areas whore forest falls). 
2. Dry vogetation type SHOREA-BUCHANANIA-CLEISTANTHUS series 2,08,377-482 
(Sol-Chara-Koteda). 
4 Diy vegetation type Terminclia-Anogelseus-Cleletanthus sories 33,686:308 
(Asana-Dhaure-Kareds), 
5 Moist vagetetion type TOONA-GARUGA series-(Toon Kekat) on 83840770 
6 Dry vegetation type TECTONA-TERMINALIA serios (Saguan-Asana) 2,7,819476 
Tota! 25,79,209'634 


‘Tho land undor shifting cultivation within the sub-plan area is 22,22.705028 hectares or 22.22708 
‘Sq Kms. If moans that about 32 por cent of the eub-plan ares of the State is covered under shifting 
Cultivation. More than 90 per cant of this coverage fs in the sub-plan ares of Southern Orisa and 
less than 10 per contin tho corresponding arse of Northern Oress. Tho area under shifting cultivation 


in difforont 
Table 2 


Vogotational zonos of ‘sub-plan area both in Northen and Southorn Orissa is given In 


Regions 
o 2 ® 


T, Southern Ores..Moist vegetation type. Shores-TerminaiwAdina sree. 


Dry vegetation type Shorea-Terminalis-Cleistonthusleerie ——1,11,240-108, 
Diy vegetation type Tocna-Gatuga series 89000616 
Dry vegetation type Tectona-Terminatle series 1,88,740416 
Dy vegetation type Terminelia-Anogeissus-Cleistemthus 33,896-464 
veties. 
‘Moist vegstation type Shorea-Syzypium-Operculatum- 2,92,184198 
‘Toons-series. 
‘Totel . 20,07,297.740" 
os yy 
2, Northern Orissa... Moist vegetation type Shorea-Terminalia--Adina seriea.. 1.209804 
Moist vegetation type Shorea-Syzygium-Operoulstum .. 294197424 


sores, 
Total 


Grand Total 


‘under shifting cultivation vories. from one |. TD. A. to the other. The Table 3 shows the coverage 
under shitting cultivation in diferent 1 T. D. As. 


TABLE 3 
Coverage under shiting cultivation In diferent 1.7. D. As, 
SL LTDA. Total googra- Area under Percents 
No. pphical area in shifting culti- of 4 to 
‘Sq. Kms. vation in Sa. Kms. 
& percentage 
i) @ ® Oy © 
1 Koraput distriet— 
@) Gonupur 2.94129 23182 7881 
(10-43%) 
2) Jeypore E 330240 23217 703 
(104%) 


si. LTDA Total geogra- Area under Percentage 
No. phicel ares in shifting cut of 410.3 
‘Sa. Kms. vation in Sq. Kms. 
& porcortoge 
) @ @ « © 
E 333540 1.95414 5858 
(679%) 
= 593600 2.97958 5019 
(13-40%) 
(6) Naworangpur 5148.00 120802 2942 
643%) 
(©) Rayogeds 5 331010 2,28305, 6897 
(027%) 
Toul. «2387919 1097347 4520 
(49:38%) 
2. Phutboni district rap 
1 Boliguda + 636680457575 7346 
21-04%) 
2 Phulbaol + 201760 99349 4922 
(447%) 
Total 898240 5608-94 6762 
(2581%) 
Kalshandl district ae = 
4. Thuamul-Rempur 132400 1.07082 e133 
omy 
4, Ganjam distin eM 
Paralekhemund +2 98011 2.36400 7899 
(108%) 
5, Sambelpur district a 
41 Kuchinds = 236700 1289 ose 
(008%) 
8. Koonjhar district 
41. Keonjhar (Bhuinyapith and Juangpirh) —.. 4431-95 2927 


7. Sundergarh district 


1, Bonaigarh 


Total 


Its 0en from the tabla that shifting cultivar 
tion is prosent in 13 out of 211.7. D. As. The 
Absolute figures, about 22227 Sq. Kms. of these 
11, T. D. As. whos total geographical area. ts 
about 46,818 Sq. Kis. a covered under shitting 
‘ultivation, It means thet roughly 47 per cont 
‘of rote! geooraphi ‘of the 13 1.7. D, As, 
‘are affected by shifting cultivation 


‘The 1.7. D. As, whoa shifting cultivation 
‘not practisad aro Batipada, Kaptipado, Karanjla, 
‘and Roitangpur of Mayurbhani district, Panposh 
fnd Sundargsth of Sundargarh distict, Chamoun 
‘of Keonjhar distlet and Nig of Balasore dati 
All theso 8 I. T. D. As, are located. in Northorn 
Orisa, Only threo I. T.0.A8, of Northern 
(Oriasa show prosonco of shifting cultivation. In 
contrat to this all tho 10 |. TD. As. located “in 
Southoin Orlass have shifting cultivation in 
varying extont. 


‘The coverage undor shitting cultivation is. ory 
vest in such 1. D. As. ag Thuamul-Rempur 
(61-33 par cont), Paralakhomundi (7899 por 
ent), Gunupur (7831 per cont) and Baliguda 
(7348 por cent). Noxt in ordor ara Rayag: 
(6897 ‘pet cont), Koraput (6858 por cont), 
Matkangin (60'19_por cent) and Phulbani 
(49:22 per cant), The coverage undor_ shifting 
ceultvetion in the remaining two I.T. D. As. of 


‘Southern Orissa that is, Jypore and Nowarangpu 
isnot vaty extonsive, Its 7-03 per cent in. the 
‘casa of the formor and 23°42 per cant in th case 
of the lator. 


‘Aa rogards the three IT. D. As. of Northern 
‘Orissa Koonjbar records 29°27 per cont, Bonaigerh 
25:17 por cont and Kuchinda 058 por cont of 
‘thelr rospective total gvographical arees under 
shifting cultivation, Though the coverage is. not 
fof any great magnitude as in tho ecee of most 
of the IT. D. As. in Southorn Orosa, the Bivinga 
or Kaman ulation of tho J 
fand the Paudi Bhuinya of Keonihar ero of great 
importance from the point of view of anthropos 
logy and of such cultivation, 

‘The major and primitive tbs who inhabit 
the |. 7. D. As of Southorn Orissa are tho Khond, 
the Soore and tho Bonds. Thoit counterparts 
in the |. T: D. AB of Northern Ors 
idl Bhulnya ond the Juang. Preclsoly they 
‘fe the onot who af@. noted in the state. for th 
‘extensive practice of axo culivation and. for the 
‘emotional attachment to it as the symbol of theit 
culture and society. Bassd on the vegetation 
‘map of a rough estimate was made to find out 
the numbat of villages and the total. populetion 
which are affected by shifting cultivation. The 
‘Table 4 gives the re-uiste information in this 
segard. 


TABLE 4 


sk. LTDA No. of Total by shifting cultvetion 
No. villages populstion No. of villages —_Totel population 
‘and percentago and percentage 
(within brecker) (within brecker) 
o @ @ oy 6) Oy) 
1 Gunupur os 1408 {261,022 4,108 “191,827 
(7875) (6965) 
2 Joypore ns 654 358,890 5 29,209 
(937) (788) 
3 Koraput vs 1286 990,202 699 208,681 
(6070) (6269) 
4 Matkangint a 798 495 153,803 
(6226) (66°48) 


No. ilges population Ro. of viloges Total populaiod 
and petcontage and percentage 
: Gwin Brcko) Gethin achat) 


) @ @ co) © © 
5 Nuwarengpur 49 821,901 321 168,944 
(3780) (3225) 
6 Royagads 1408 280,311 9,049 196,989 
(7783) (7470) 
Tora! + 6011 2051,282 3,860 924,923 
(6937) (45:08) 
7 Baligude 2169 281,658 2,000 270,988 
(8253) (86:20) 
8 Phulbani 1224 111,001 670 58.879 
(5673) (6313) 

Total + 3393 -392,687 2870 
(7869) (7888) 

© Thuamul-Rampur m3 77054 277 
(8967) 
10 Parlakhemund 1527208872 161,867 
(7734) 
11 Kuchinds 507 162,989 1,089 
(060) 
12 Koonjhar 1427 489,028 82,820 
(1769) 
13° Bonaigath : 553 177.064 29,908 
(16:08) 


‘Tho tablo shows that the proportion of affected by and astoclated with sitting cultivas 
villages affected by shifting cultnation vatles tion varies tom 9620 per cent in Baliguda to 
from 82°53 per cent in Baliguda to 937 per cont 7:88 pet cent in Jeypore. The coversge in torms 
In Jeypare in Southom Orissa end from 2889 of vitegce and ycputation is also vast. in. th 
[por cent in Keonjhar to 098 per cent in Kuchinds cases of Gunuput, Reyageds, — Thuamnul-Remput 
In Northern Orissa. The proportion of populstion end Parlskhemundi 1. T. D. Ae. 


Some findings of Universal Bench Mark 
‘Survey relating to Shifting Cultivation. 


‘A Bonch Mark Survey was conducted in 
1978-79 covering all the households, hamlots 
‘and villigoe inthe area under ‘tribal ‘Sub-Plan 
fof the State, The data collected in. his. survey 
evoal that not only Schaduled Tribes but also 
Schoduled Castos and other —castos carry on 
shifting cultivation in Koraput district. The 
‘Annynuro-1¥ gives the distribution of households 
bolonging to Scheduled Tribes,  Sohodulad 
Castes and othor castes undor four categorie 
fof Information, The Annexure shows 27°61 
jor cont of tho wibol households (addition of 
figures. under column 3 & 8) practise shifting 
cultivation in Koraput distict.. The corospo= 
fading figuios for tho Schedulod Castes and 
‘other castos aro 7-01 and 929 respectively. It 
ls intorusting to note that the percentage of 
households belonging to other castes which 
carry on shifting cultivation ie greater than tho 
‘omesponding percentage in the caso of 
‘Schoduled Castes. 


Shitting cultivation is practised more or less 
by all the 3 eatogories of communitcs in all tho 
6 IT.O.As. of Koraput district, The distibution 
fof households belonging to Scheduled Tribes, 
‘Scheduled Castes and other castes practising 
shifting cultivation in 6 .T.D.As, of the district 
is furished sin Annoxute-V. The Scheduled 
‘Tribes carry on this ype of shifting cultivation 
by 4931 por cont in Rayageda 17.D.A, The next 
LT.D.AR in ordor are Koraput whore shitting 
cultivation is practiood by 44°62 por cont and 
Gunupur by 44°50 per cent of tribal housoholds, 


As regards. Scheduled Castes Koraput IT.D.A, 
presents 18:85 per cent of Scheduled Castes 
practising shifting cultivation. The corresponding 
percentage of Schaduled Castes households 
practising shifting culivetion in other 1.7.D.As, 
varies from 2:88 per cont to 8:22 por cent. Like 
the Scheduled Castes, other castes praction 
shifting culation in groater porcentage (19°63 


per cent) in Koraput I7.0.A. Noxt 17.0.8, In 
‘dor of porcontage (1462) is Molkangil, The 
proportion of Scheduled Castes practising 


shifting cultivation in other 17.0.A8, varles from 
3:81 per cont to 7°62 per oont 


‘As Indicated above data consoining shitting 
cultivation have been closafied under four 
catagories of information:—(1) No land. with no 
‘shifting cultivation (column. 2), (2). No, land 
‘but practising shiting cultivation (column 3), 
(3) Land with no shitting oultivation (eolumn 4 


and (4) With land with shiting cultivation 
column 8). The category "Land with ao shitting 
Cultivation” records eater porcentage of 


households irrespective of communities. It 
followed by the category "No land with no. 
shifting cukivation”” which records the next 
highor percentage, This is alao itrespective of 
‘communities. On tho whole, the dats shows 
that persons having land are moro likely not to 
taken up shifting cultivation. But surprisingly 
enough the data show that there is a sizable 
percentage of houssholds belonging to three 
different communities. which do not practice 
shifting cultivation, It indicates sufficiently 
that lack of land isnot coupled with practice 
of shifting cultivation 


ANNEXURE 1 
Derennial growth rate (percentage) in different districts 1961—71 and 1971—B1 


1901-71 197181 Ditferonce 
a @ ® (O) 
| Orissa + 2505 1972 533 
Balasore 2928 2309 619 
Belonait - 182 1498 328 
couttack 2496 2064 432 
Dhenkanel 2608 2084 420 
Gonjam 2280 1865 685 
Kolahandi + mee 1426 68 
Keonihar = 2888 1614 1241 
Koraput S088 2075 1014 
Moyurbban) Se 996 916 
Phulbani ~~ 2086 1465 620 
Pus - 281 2439 42 
| Sambalpur - 22 2327 98 
| Sundargarh 3887 2909 618 


" 


ANNEXURE I 


Tribes of Koraput district 


Population ‘Tribe with population 
Tribes 196 oul returned only in 
1971 
O) @ @ 3) 

Khond 27998 32510 * 
Bhottada 187768 190978 Desua Bhumij 3 
Peroja 141,698 193,736 
Gond 55.272 65.991 Bhunjia + 1,635 
Koya 53.590 83.912 
Bhumia 49.586 61,801 Ghara 16 
Gadaba ss 42,560 48237 Kanda Gouds 832 
Sora 36.929 28,359 
Kondedora 15,808 oth 3.501 
Omanatya 14148 17,288 Kora eT 
Jatapy = 10883, 7,802 Media + 088 
Paronge 6,702 3029 Monkiai 22 
‘Munda 8892 1517 Orson 18 
Dhorua 4.898 6.318 Sabara or Lodhe .. 38,490 
Bondo Paroia . 4677 5334 
Pontia = 4a 4249 
Holva os 3get 5.501 
Koti 3447 7.022 
Didayi 1.978 2,164 
Bagata 1378 a 
Matya 19 2594 
‘Samal é 990 1.677 
Mahal = os7 10 
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Role of Tribal Women in Home making 


Women constitute a significant position of the 
labour force in India. In the 7th Plan staring 
from 198, much emphasis has been given on 
‘the utilaation of women power in the develop 
‘mont of Indian economy in the process of man 
power planning. The tribel women in. particular 
Constitute a neglected bulk of potentially officient 
folk in the distant hilly areas and need immediate 
attention of the Government. Lack of education 
boing felt as on important constraint, continuing 
five-year plan would be to inculcate confidence 
among women end bring about an eworeness 
‘of thelr own potential for development 36 also 
their rights and privileges. The various mass 
‘communication media and other agencies would 
‘be utlised extensively in this tak. 


In order to improve the existing sills of women 
‘and imparting to them now skis under the 
programmes of farmer's taining, exchange of 
evelopment, fodder production, post-harvest 
‘technology, application of pesticides, budding and 
atting, taining in horticulture, fishery, pouty. 
dairy, social foresty, cooking. child cre, home 
cat and health, new scheme, namely Women 
Development Corporation, (W.0.C) will come up 
in future for promoting employment generating 
‘activities, But itis highly estentiat on the part 
of tho planners to measure the present statusquo 
‘of tho women section, These facts wil help. to 
‘know the gap'and the quantum of btfort required. 
Keoping this in view, this research work was 
‘undertaken withthe following objectives : 


1. To. study the present sccio-economic 
status of tribal women. 


2 To measure their contibution to the 
diferent aspects of home making. 


8. Sadangi, R. Panigrahi 
and S. K. Rout 


Methodology = 

‘Meyurbhanj district wes taken purposively 
It ls predominantly inhabited by tribal people 
Ten Blocks were ‘sélected at random fom thie 
distict “and twenty Grama ‘Panchayats wero 
choosen at random. The study encompasses one 
hhundred respondents distibuted “In twenty 
Villages atthe rate of five respondents from each 
to get 2 representative behaviour of the tribal 
women. The information wete recorded with 
the help of structured schedule. 


RESULTS AND" DISCUSSION 


A. Socio-economic study: 

‘Socio-economic status greatly determines the 
‘behavioural make-up of an individual and provides 
‘always an_information” for his future success, 
Hence. the knowledge about the social and 
‘economic status of the tibsl women provides the 
social scientists to foresee the behaviour in 
changed corditions crected after launching of 
lifferent developmental programmes. The different 
‘antecedents have boon tabulated and anclysed 38 
‘given hereunder : 

() Age + Between 18—30 years: 28% (28)* 

Between 31—40 yours 62% (52) 
Between 41—85 yours 20% (20) 


It is clear from ebove that most of the 
respondents were between the age group of 
3140 years, 


(@) Edacation :tinerate 70%(76) 
Literate tex(t6) 
School education 


2% (8) 


awe in saree inate he femur of seme 
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‘The above picture indiestes that msjority of 
‘ibel women are literate but thoss 8X having 
‘schoo! education can better be trained to take the 
leadership forthe rest, 
(iil) Famniy type : Nucleus 
Joint 


28% (28) 
72% (72) 


Join: family systom is stil existing in the tibet 
‘areas bacayse tribal fomilies obey one-man-femily 
head system, 


(i#) No. of Chitdren : Two childten 
34 chiidren 
More than 4 


17% (17) 
67% (67) 
16% (16) 
‘Two children norm has not yot fully realieed, 


but the data indicate the faith of tribal women in 
‘small family. Only 16% of total respondents have 


(vit) Anowsl term 
‘income. 


Up to Rs. 1,000 86% 
(86) 
12% 
(12). 
2% 
Q. 
‘The farm income has been found to. be very 
negligible os majority of them heve no. landed 
propeny end building their economic condition 
with the help of farming becomos dificult, 


Rs. ,000—2,000 


‘More than Rs. 2,000, 


B. Role of tribal 
making 


house-wite In home 
TABLE 1 


Ditferent areas of engagement of ‘tribal women 


Prorat pen Eraroomet weer ean Rank 
Go laad Gm aw Be iat 
al amdcaee bs wh =a 
Wie 4 (1) 6808! Y Cnmaaranaiag en an I 
Prcperepa pied 
patouy chet waa acts So ei ee : 
Which deprives them from being economicslly ‘Working In own form a0) ud 
Reppert ll pepeas teks 
8 Comptes: Venti 27% G7) ‘Golucon etn goed era uot 
= Late 
Vik Beck 7%) lang 200 wv 
District .. 2% (3) 


‘This cleaiy indicates the importance of village 
‘meeting and ell developmental programmes 


‘should be accepted and sponsored by village 
‘committee for its future success. 


(it) House type .. Pucca 3% (3) 
‘Semi Pucca 18% (18) 
Kachhe 79% (78) 
‘Tho ‘ibals sre meking their houses pucca 


slowly and semi pucca by the rehabilitation. plen 
(of the Tribal end Rural Weltsre (T. A.W.) 
Department of the Stato Government. 
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Teble 1 depicts thet the tribal women give 
‘most of thet time in collection and marketing. of 
forest goods es this 2168 gets top priority with a 
‘mean score of 440 out of 500.” The rest 
of preference in otder ere labour, nurshing and 
‘schooling of children and family member, 
‘mining and working In thelr own faim, 


‘This result indicetes thot the tibet women at 
present are practising their traditionel oceupetions 
like nursing, collection of forest goods, etc. An 
important finding, i. ©. collection of forest goods 
‘and marketing mainly relates to cutting down 
of forest trees end young plants gets first rank 
‘and this has become instrumental for detaton 
tion of ecology. Hence it needs epeclal 
attention of the developmental agencies to 
provide them alternate engcgements for thelt 
fivelinood. Nursing ond family care is 
indispensable for them: the other suitable areas. 


eheuewp 
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oeces — cum sec'96 puowy oss'oz fovea 
wore emmy 9pe'o6'E | ~ wpmnoya isotz marr sae'ezz puouy, 
soz eke 
sc't ‘enox 
set siopepuoy — 98z'z wees, 
ues = wpuey oss = iors, 
eere NOH Bizet envoy 
ect't epuey £807“ =SElEYOTJOy-Woy 
S08 wasn Iso enon eee now 
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o cc) co) 

= 73 213 

732 10. 

439 1 

an 505 

364 262 

” 85 

: 187 46 

184 ° 

es 132 191 

a 4 

Wo a ee 2 
Chenchu 82 

isan a 4 

Bhumij of 20 19 

Bithor ee ” 4 

Rajuor " 2 

Korva = 7 808 

Bulge = 5 4 

athudi , 5 2 

Binjhat 8 10 
Koll ineluding Mathar 2 

‘Munderi # 3 i 

Tharue 3 50 

Uneiassitied = 1,285 55,203 

Total : 912343 1.981,231 
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TABLE 2 
Extone of influence of tribe! women on their 
. ‘husbands in decision making 
Decision arose nk 
| Oy ) 
Mariage of children " 
Education of childvon v 
Expenditure pattern 1 
Construction of house 30 
Adoption of new fam 3°20 Mh 
Tnnovations 
Teking and giving loans 20 «1K 
Health and hygiene prectices 271 x 
} Religious practices 298° vn 
Femily planning 263° vil 
Household task a9 
Payment of dowry 208 xi 
tigations! martar 250 x 


‘A perusal of Table 2 revecie that the tibal 
women oxsit thei influence more of fess on their 
‘husband in ol! the listed items. The thee most 
Important areas in order are expenditure pottern, 
of children, edoption of new ferm end 
hhome science innovations. The arees on which 
‘the ‘tribal women have lecst influence on their 
hhusbands constitute health and hygiene, litigation 
‘and payment of dowry. The result is quite 
{ logical because the wibal women have very little 

knowledge on health and hygiene, have little 
‘Access to Itigational matters and they ere mostly 
peaceful end innocent. Dowty being & 
‘aditional area is lott mostly for elders to take 
decision. This finding Is very much helpful 
Particularly to the extension workers in the field 
‘of agriculture and home science to motivate the 
tribel_ women because expenditure pattern snd 
‘adoption of innovations ere the two most 
Important ereas for the economy of the family. 
The tend of influence algo indicate thst the 
‘tibal_ women can suggest their husbands if 
necessary awareness about family planning and 
‘co-operatives can be created. 


a 


Policy statement Mean Rank 
a 2 

‘Smell familys a happy femily 341 

Outlook of women would be 322 IV 

Increased by adult edvestion, 

‘The children should get better 372 

‘nourishment and education. 

Dowry should be socially 2:96 Vi 

banned, 

Plant and soil loss by defore- 338) 

station should be stopped and 

s0ciel forestry be implemented 

Innovations about Agri, and 301 

Home Science should be quickly 

adopted, 

Spread of fiquors shouldbe 287 Vil 


‘checked to make responsible 
citizens. 


Table 3 indicates the policy decisions of the 
Government to bring improvement in the tibel 
‘teas wherein tribal women have some role to 
play. The seven important policy decisions 
{akon in the study require involvement of wibal 
‘women. The tribal women perceive well about 
children care snd education, femily planning and 
the innovations of agriculture and. home ecience. 
So itis en excellent consolation for the planners 
‘and developmental egoncies thet tho attitude of 
‘the tribe! women at present will dafinitely boost 


up the Government programmes. But the 
Government ules on dowry and ligour seems 
‘not to offect them. As these two traditions 
fre very much deep seated. in their community 
Till today, they have not porecived well the role 
of anti-dowry and antistiquor programmes fot 


‘mould their attitude which will be congenial for 
‘the programme. 


TABLE 4 
‘Sources of information utilised by the tribal women 


Information sources ‘Mean score Rank 


Oy 2 
Radio Ea ee) 
vAW. 40 
‘Adult education o7 OW 
Family 812 ' 
Friends and relatives 735 
‘Tibal development agency — 315 
Bank and co-operatives. & 
Village loaders PS 
Printed materia ts % =, Bos 


‘Tho utilisation of information sources by indi- 
vidual membors of the society tells much about 
his personality. For this reason more infotmation 
‘toutcos should be made available to the farm 
‘women so that they can better realise their needs. 
Tablo 4 rovools. the intensity of use of diferent 
laformetion sources by the wibal women. Family, 
friends and relatives and village leaders are found 
10 bo the three most important information sources 


Utlsed by the tibal women to gather new infor- 
‘mation. Among the institutionalised sources, 
‘adult education comes fist followed by radio, 
V.A. We tribal development agency. but benks 
‘and co-operatives and printed materials are never 
used by the tribsl women. 


‘The above findings isrelisic in the sense 
that family, village leader and peors ere very close 
to them znd tho institutional. sources have some 
bottle-necks in reaching and educating them. But 
‘to maintain high degree of fidelity in. communi~ 
‘ction, more information support should be 
‘provided to the tribal women by the institutional 
sources pantoularly by the village agricultural 
‘workers and tribal development agencies, 


Conclusion 
‘The present study illustrates an all round 
socio-economic status and ‘living pattern of tbo! 
‘people. The tribal women in particular constitute 
12 labourious bulk who were found to have 
tremendous potentiality in many areos of eng 
‘ment. Its sleo @ good sign that tho tribal women 
{re quite reeponsive and have influence on their 
husbands. They will help. the developmental 
agencies to fortity their educational affort to 
secure ecceptance of the programmes by tho 
‘rial femilies The national concern of ecologica! 
balance for better tomortow is mostly related to 
the preservation of fauns and flora. As the tribai 
labour forces are found to be mostly engeged in 
‘exploitation of forests, national polley be prepared 
to provide them suitable altornste engegements. 


The Strategic Deficiency of Tribal Development in 


Koraput district 


‘There has boen considerable aconamie develop 
‘mont in terms of high production, income and 
femploymont in diferent sectors of tho Stato of 
Orissa during the plan period. Homovor, tho 
Broblom of development of rural poor and tbat 
omsin as great as ever. The conventiondt weltar 

proaches have had the effect of porpetuating 
‘nd reinforeing the dependency and powerlessness 
‘of tho poor, Evaluation studios of the lost thirty 
four yous of economic planning in india has 
revealed that “much of tho Socio-eoonomic 
Jegisltion passed by the legislatures has comainod 
oper tigor without tweth and cliws.. These 
legislative ond edministative  moasures havo. 
Dbonafited tho people but tho benefits hav» boon 
‘confined to th» uppor crust of tho wooker sections 
‘nd thoy have not reachod tho lowllost among 
tho low and the wookest mong the wouk" (1) 
Thusit Is no wonder that tho davelopment 
profile of tbls of Koraput district ata lowor 
‘bb of tho state scenario, 


‘tor dealing with @ briof background of ‘the 
dlistict, thie paper makes an attumpt to analyse 
‘the statogic doficlencios of the tribal davelap= 
‘mont pfogrammes undertaken during the plan 
period and calls for some brand. strategies which 
‘may be appropriate for tibal development. 


Tribal demography in Kor 
Koraput isthe largost district in Orlsgs and ono 
‘of the largost in India covering an area of 26,064 
‘square kilometers, which constitutes. 17°34 por 
Cent of the total goo, of the Stato. 
Itle 
the smallest ditict of the stato. Physiogrep- 
hicaly, a greater pert of the distict is undule- 
ting plateau with @ numbor of hile and moun= 
tine 
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P. C, Mahapatro 


‘A speclal feature of the population of the 
district isthe presence of wibel people In large 
numbers. Tho district has the largest concenta- 
tion of wibal populetion mong sll the dst 
fof the Stste," 1 contains mote then one-fith 
ff the total ibe! population of the State, ie. 
1373 lekhs out of 6018 lnkhs. Tho. percentage. 
of Scheduled Tribes to the total, population of 
tho district ts 8521 per cont which is much 
higher than of the State average of 22:43 por 
ent, Out of 62 varieties of athnic stock found 
In the Stato 62 voriotis tive in the dit. 


Another distinguishing feature of the settlement 
pattern of Koroput ia that It Is prodominently rural, 
‘An enormous mojorty of the people forming 
88°68 por cent of tho total population lie In 
villages. This is much more. so in the cane of 
Scheduled Tilbo population of the ditict among 
‘whom 97-16 per cant aro rwel. This indicates 
the fact thot tho tribcl culture end ethnle chor 
‘acter get better atmosphore to flourish in rurat 
‘tees. However, it has buon found thot itis tho 
Figour of economic compulsions rather than their 
love and attachment for ago old. custome-which 
have forco them to make tholr economic baso In 
tural creas, Tho rural concentration of ‘ribale 
in Koraput e6 woll es in other ports. of tho Stote, 
lis indicative of the fact that the economic 
evelopment programmes since 1951 has not 
bought about any significant change in the tite 
style of tho tribals, 


According to 1971 Census, there aro alto- 
‘gethor 6,683 inhabited villages in Koraput distri. 
Most of these villages are very small in sizo, 
‘These villages are so small that 14:70 por cent 
fof the total Rure! population ete inhabited in 
5003 por cont of the inhabited villogos having 
less than 200 people in each, This feature makes 


the rural landscape of Kocaput disiict different 
from all other districts in the Stato only with 
‘exception of Boud Khondmals The dotting of 
‘smcllvileg’s in the district make communication 
difficult and raises the cost of extending 
frostractuel facilities. 


‘The Wibals ofthe distict ate found st various 
steges of development. As meny se 13 tribes of 
‘the district have been found to be waskest 
primitive on the grounds of low percentage of 
Iiteraey unmodified occupation, remoteness oF 
inaccessibility of the habitst end dependence 
‘on shifting cultivation (2). 


Tribal Development Strategy during the 
Plan period 

In the oarlicr plane the strategy of ‘iol 
development was formulated in plecemee! 
‘mannot. During the 2nd five yest plan period 
Wo Special Multipurpose Tribal Development 
Blocks (S. M. P.T) i-e., Keshipur and Nareyons 
‘patna were started in the District out of 43 S. M. 
P.T. Blocks established in the eountiy. The main 
‘object of the programme was to bing about 
rapid improvement in the economic and social 
‘mandirds of tho tibsle by supplementing the 
provision evailable under the normal community 
dovelopment project. This programme could only 
cover 7°63 per cont of the total geographical 
‘109 ond $60 per cent of the tribal population of 
the district 


During tho 31d Plon. these... P. T. Blocks 
‘wore fonamed 08 Tribal Development Blocks 
(T. D. B.) and the progromme wes futher intone 
fied under the recommendation of tho Evi 
Committee. Twenty-eight more such blocks wore 
created during the 3rd Plan period covering an 
Additional arca of 4834 per cent of the district 
Howover it was soon tealised thet the Tiel 
Development plans could not become effective 


Tho main object of Development of tribals 
through activsing the traditional Pench:yote and 
tribal councils in the new system of democratic 
docentralisstion romeined day dream. On the 
‘other hand, the non-tibals "who exciclsed 
mote pewers in the nevi formed village Pancha 
{yte, Poncheyat Semities and Zils Perithads, took 
28 mojor share of the benefte from this new pro- 
‘gramme by diverting funds eaimarked for the 
‘was. 

Anothor steta 
pointed out by Shily Ao Committee on the ove 
‘ofthe Fifth Plan is thet “the tibet! Development 


ey 


Block programme had become too much schema- 
‘ie with the rogult thet there wae not much 
‘consonance between the piobloms of the area 
‘and progremmes undertaken."” The supplemental 
lnvestment by the Government of India. in these 
Blocks tended to be exclusive investment. since 
{here wes 2 tendency 10 est. the problem of 
‘hese oreas as the responsibilty of Tribal Welfare 
Depertment (3). The Committee also concluded 
thet the Tribal Development Blocks was too 
‘mall en unit for planning end implementation 
Cf major development programmes in these arcas 
End recommended complete overhauling cf the 
programme (4). 


The progremme has also been adversely 
commented on tho following additional grounds 
(@) The T. D. Blocks applied a large number 
Of slanderdised “schemes which wae 
‘unsuitable in tribal arees, 


(0) The employment aspect of development 
woe not looked into, 

(e) Settlement of land disputes ot pre-oxtun- 
sion stage wes not taken Up, 


(2) In many caves Co-operatives have bean, 
started by Block Officers without much 
‘education of preparation of the bal 
people, 

(@) The Block Authorities started achomes in 
‘mote accessible areas. (8) 


Thus, tho strategy of tribe! Development 
‘theough T. D. Blocks came to an end with the 
fend of the Third Five-Vour Plan end during the 
Fourth Pion period. Six Pilot 


Jn. the county out of which ono was organised: 
in Koraput district containing ton Blocks of 
Rayageda-Gunupur ates. The main object of 
‘the programme wes to bring the tibs! population 
‘wits the main stiecm of the ret ofthe population 
‘of the county, through the core economic. pto- 
‘oremmes ike agriculture! development, fond 
restoration, stengthening of co-operative 
societies and encouragemont of gro and forest 
based industies. 


‘The entire question of tibet development was 
‘comprehensively reviewed on the eve of the Fifth 
FivorYear Plan. In order 0 cover wider are 

Inhabited by tbols, R was decided 10 formulate 
‘2 suiteble sttetsay during the Plan for(i) develop 
‘ment of areas having more than 60 percent Tribal 


concentration, (i)) the development of dispersed 
tribals and (i) arose with primitive tribal commu 

nities at pre-ogricultural level of technology. 
The brosd ebjectives of tho now stiotopy were 
(a) to narrow down the gaps between the 
levels of development of tribal arees and 


other areas oF; 
(8) to improve the quality of life of tibet 
‘communities ; and 


(¢) achieving social and cultural Integration 
of tribals with rest of tho soctety. (8) 

“tn was indicated thet tribal subsplans should 

‘bs drawn up in euch areas as might presont an 
Imagretad view of thir problems, the broad 
objactivis and statogios, an outline of the 
‘atious progremmes, physical inputs, financial 
‘agpoote and logislative and administstive ramos, 
1k wos also pointed out in the guidelines that the 


Tagions of tribal concentrtion on sub-plan ereos 
in oach stato should comprise of a number of 
Viablo projoets. For each such Integrated Tribal 


Dovelopmont Project (IT. D. P.), af Intogratod 
‘rea divelopmant plan focussing attention on 
the specific problem of the area and th people 
rnoodod to be formulptod.” (7) 

‘Tho tribal sub-plan was based on threo the 
fatructure Involving micio, moso and macro level 
fof planing, Tho micro unit was co-trminus 
with davolopmant blocks, Tha project orea 
Comptising a number of contiguous blocks was 
tukon at the miso level. Two. of moro tribal 
ovolopment projects takon tog 
foprowent the mycro level. Thus tho mow strategy 
‘envisaged multilevel planning 

A frat it wow moe rsvaty 40 idontity areas with 
‘mora than 60 por cont tribal population, Tho 
nowt In tho diction was to idontiy differant 
‘tribal communitioe inhabiting in each area and 


find out their sposifie problems. Delineation of 
‘the besle planning unite and the potential centres 
where correct and adequete investment hes to be 
made in odor to genorate growth in the area 
jn an integrated -mannat wes. tho third step in 
the process, 


it wis also suggested thet the project 
area should be ooterminus with tho. oxisting 
adimistative bounderies and should cover one 
‘or moto full Tehsils of » distlet, Tho quantum 
fof expenditure wes to. bo dotermined according 
to the kvel of development—ths more back- 
ward an area the moro intensive had to bo the 
evelopment efforts in oach stetor, All types of 
fexpaltaions i 0, indebtodness, land alienation, 
bonded Iabout, otc, wore to bo checked by 
providing credit facilites through LAMPS, 
Supply of lands to shifting cultvetors and othor 
landless ibals, input essistence and a host of 
‘auch other programmes. 


Accordingly, Projact Roports with reference 
tox, T.D.Ps, in th» distict wore propered 
‘and tho sootorwiso and aroawise investment 
hooded wore quontiliod. Besides, two Mlcro 


Piojoets, |v e., Bonde Dovelopmant Agency ond 
Dongaria Kondh Dovolopmant Agency wor 
propited for concentrated socio-oconomie 


ovelopmont of primitive tribes in the gion, 


‘Too progiammewiso seluctod physical trgots 
Jn tho Intogratod Tribal Dovolopmont Projects 
in tho digtot indicated in tho following table 
‘oom to bp satisfactory. The main crux of tho 
‘rose af0 iigetion, soll conservation, 
‘and. socisl forostry development 
‘and tho testoration of allonated 
Tanvds back to tho tbls. Though the progress 

those and such other flolds appear to bo 
‘ttactive, yet in comparision to the problems of 
tribal anclety itis quito insufficient 


TABLE | 
Programmewise selected achlavemerts in the Tribe! Sub-Plan Areas of Koraput district 
3. Programme ond reference year Physical No. of 6.7, 
No. ‘Achievement beneficiaries 
o @ 2 c) 
1 Rostoration af alionated lands to Tribals up to 1977-78 10,603 acres 
16,688 acres 


2 Colling Surplus land distributed to tribals up to 1984 
3. Ares brought undor Soll Conservation and Hortleukure 
(1979-80 to 1983-84). 
4. Intigetion potential created (1980-81 to 1989-84) 158,370 hectares 
5 Afforestation (1982-83 to 1983-84) 8,073 hocteres 
Computed from the Distriet Development Office, Koraput 
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[A study of the strategy of the ibs! Develop 
ment Programmes implemented and tho physice! 
fchievements gained so far lezves one in doubt 
‘bout the actual benoit derived. by tribals of the 
target group in the district, A number of empiricat 
fewoles, on the other hand, ineleate thet larger 
orcontege of benefits have been sallowed by 
he non-poor section belonging to tbe! and 
on-tribol elite nd only trickling down benefit 
have reiched the tribole of the target group, 
‘Tho auecessful etorlos in respect of tho wibola of 
the target group ore few and far betwoon. 


‘The Strategic Doficioncy 

‘Tho strategy of tibet dovolopment using 
‘tho last thiy-four years of planning tack both 
cohesion and drive, Tribal Development Pro 
‘gramme was at best » comprehensive. welfare 
Programme rether then en. integrated plan of 
Govelopment til the end of tho Fourth Plan 
Tn voapect of Oritse State, It was observed that 
between the plans, the growth rate of investment 
for Scheduled Tribe undor the Backward Classe 
Welfare Sector was much less. than the growth 
te of Investment under the general sector. 
While the total State outlay increased | from 
Re. 2007 crores. in the 1st Plan to Rs. 226°60 
crores in the Fourth Plan (i.e. about eleven 
times), the outlay under Backward Cless Weifare 
Sectot under Scheduled Tribes increesed from 
228 crores to Rs. 1012 crores (i. e. about 
45 times) during the seme period. These 
figures ferther reveal that the percentige of 
‘expenditure on Scheduled Tribes. under Back= 
ward Classes Wolfere Sector to the total plan 
Txpenditure decieased fiom 11°36 per cent 
to 454 por cent between the tet Plan and 
fith Plan period. Thus Impetceptibly for the 
Common men there Wes « gradual fallin expendi 
ture incurted on Scheduled Tribes. under Beck- 
Word Classes Woifare Sector. This. meegrencss 
‘of outlays on isolated schemes like payment of 
Subsidies to Cottage industies, supply of 
bullock end sveds, subsidies for housing, 
fsteblishment of colonies, grant of egal ld 
fend sunnicg of a fove residential Ashram Schools 
hore and there proved ineffective for bringing 
‘sbout any appreciable change In the economic 
‘standard of the tribal. 


Honoo, it natural to find that tho tials of 
‘the distil ore much bolow the subsistence lovel. 
‘A survey conducted by the Research Wing cf tho 
Stato Tribal and Herlian Rosesrch-cum-Trsining 
Inatute during, 1967-68 revealed that the per 
‘capita income of primitive tribal people ofthe State 
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Is a8 low as Re, 16840 at current prices aa 
‘compated to the Stato avorege of Ris, 48376 (8). 


(a) Structural Deficiency 

‘The ad how nature of tho earlier Tribe! Develop 
ment Programmes and the lack of integreted 
horacter of the ofea development. programme 
‘under the tibsl sub-plan aro the mein limitations. 
‘The identification process of the target groups wos 
faulty in a8 much as a larger number of non-poor 
tuibale avilled the benefits from the 7, D. A. 

in mony cases the lntegrated Tribe! Develop 
rnnt Project represented more d-eggregation 
of tho State Plan outlays. and there waa ina 
{quote assessment of tho results of tho past 
Drogremmes, even if ceses where priorities have 
boon identified, tho programme did not take that 
Imo consideration. In. mary cases there wi 
‘no evidence of involving the locs! community 
fat the time of Project formulation. It was also 
noticed thet in many projects. specific rrobleme 
‘and requiremonts of tho sreas were not 
reflected” (9). 


Out of the three models of Organisation of 
L.T.D.P. followed in different Stotes, Oriesa 
is following the Agency model. In this model 
it ie envisaged thotall séminisietve end 
finenciel powers sre to be delegzted to tho 
‘Acency but the fect remains thst all the edmin 
‘ative end financial powers stil vests with the 
Stete Government. Diversion of funds rom ona 
heed to another heod is still subject to epprcvel of 
the Stete Goveinment. “Planning for the Ageney 
level Ie stil dono at the State Secicterieo level 
‘Th administrative stuctute of the Block snd. the 
Project level is stil very much difues:. The 
Project Officer hes to function 86 the co-ordinator 
land he aliweys found it dificult to get eciteln 
‘schemes implemented through diferent agencies 
‘which are supported to Work under the egeney 
system’ (10). Thus, the whole Tibet Development 
Programme necd on urgent over hauling and at 
“puttam vp" administrative pattern with the help 
of treditionalvillego hiereichy be evolved so thet 
it _may cater to the wal needs of tho tibal 
eopie” (11). 


(0) Absence of monitoring and evaluation 
‘At presnt he Projet Administatr got 
feed beck om th war funetiones sith 
Bo level stcem or concerned. iva lve 
ttn At ltt lee rovaw We genealy 
ince by te. dtc Toe uterion At Ws 
Sim sl the ogrmms. serie by 
the tanectin. Herds of the Doporerts ond 


‘co-ordinated by the Tibal Development Com- 
missionors. The evaluation mada by the Harljen 
and Tribal Ressarch-cum-Training’ Insitute is 
limited. In the contre also no wall set system of 
‘monitoring hes been evolved. Evun the proscs 
bbed tables and schadulos by thy Plenning 
‘Commission, to be includad in the Annus! plan 
document, do not convey up-to-date position of 
the progress made on different schemes of Tribal 
Development. 


(€) Financiat insufficiency 

‘Tne suasidy based approach and aarmacking 
‘of funds for specific schamus of ribs! davelop- 
‘mont have proved cant‘ary to ths principle of 
‘chaanalisation of finance In the priority ares of 
doveloymem. — Mis-utiisation, non-utlsation 
‘and even insuificiency of funds in tho high 
ity Schamos which have proved. sucosssful 
have proved great obstacles on tibsl develop 
‘mont. 


(d) Neglect of the Traditional Tribal Village 
Institutions in the Tribal Development 
Programmes 

Democratic do-contralisation in the planning 
process can bo achioved only through the 

Partisigation of tribals in the planning process. 

Ths family based ond comvtunity "based 

rogrammas can be oxplainad to the eibals 

through their taditlonal institutions Tike 

Panchayats. and Naiks (hoad-min) and thal 

consensus taken in vach and ovary programms, 

‘Tho involvemont of taditional inattutions can 

lay an important rola for the suceasstul implo~ 

‘mantation of ‘various sohomos of development. 

Untortunatoly, thas» ‘astitutions have never 

‘bson involved in oithar the formulation process 

fr In tha opzational part of taal davalopment 

programmes 


Development Strategies 
Broadly speaking three types of stategies for 

tribal dovolopmant hava t> ba taken 
Thay are the (i) Saco- 


laamat svatagias (i?) Spatial 
t2gies and. (il) Administrative 
‘svategiag which briefly 


dovalopmont st 
davalopment 
discussed bolow. 


( Socio-economic Development Strategies 

‘Tho concept of wibsl development _pre- 
‘supposes a realis'ic appreciation of the 
functional basis which sustains their socio- 
‘economic back wardnss. It should be followed 
by @ proper identification of target groups 
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who are to be brought under specific program- 
‘ming directed to change their functionel basis 
‘of their deprivation and. economic beckwérdness. 
The specific programming should be considered 
122.2 distinct componont of gens:al attategy of 


evelopment for incressing production and 
productivity. 
‘These programmes of rural dovelopment 


should include a wide ‘enge of mix of activi 
‘such as agicuhure and allied activities, rural 
industies. transport and communicction, matke= 
ting of inputs and outputs, credit, health and 
‘education which contribute in some significant 
way oF other for improving the productivity and 
production technology of the tribals. 


(W) Spatist Development Strategies 

It is now ixereosingly reallsod. that the growth 
vole” approsch in the countiy hos led to 
‘conoentration of economic functione at few 
‘urban centres while the vast hinterlands of 
the county remain 


situation tends to 
Intogration between the contre and the periphery. 
Therefore, a spatial strategy of development, 
28 2 specific compenont of over ll strategy, 
‘need to be evolved for inducing in the economy, 
‘amore homogenous growth process on space, 
Ono of the way of inducing homogenous 
process of development on spece is. tho 
oiiporataaffort for creating intermediate 
‘centres of vatying functional role which can be 
located on sottlement scale. In thie process, 
‘economical aad social functions are dispersed 
In a larger number of small end medium sized 
centies in an hierarchical structure in such & 
‘way that poople living in the periphery may find 
2087 access 10 tho functions at various. spatial 
lovols. This calls for the development of a 
hierarchy of contal places tike contal vilieges, 
market conties, service centres, growth points 
‘and grow centres, for inducing a new 
functional relationship of production and. ditri= 
‘bution This would promote multiple economic 
linkages among the different spatial unite and 
‘than would produce an eppropriate spatial 
framework for socio-economic programmes to 
find full fusion in torms of generating multiplir 
‘consequences on space. 
(Wi) Administrative Development Strategies 
The present sdministative system lacks 
‘simplicity snd quickness in implementation. 
This complex administrative structure has to bo 


‘moulded to put in the traditional tribal eyster, 
both st the lavel of formulation and implementa- 
tion of planning. Decentclsstion of power 
‘should proceed. the decontrlisrien of planning 
process-both at the formulstion «s well os at the 
Implementation stege. The project planning 
‘toam headed by the Project Officer need to be 
‘ensured releively grester freedom in the selection 
‘of <ppropriste schemes of development sulting 
to the specific problems of she region. 


‘The Project Olticer sheuld clso heve necesssry 
‘edministative contiol on tho verious officials 
resporsiblo for Implomentction of develepment 


‘of the progremme. A eeperste ecdor ct officials 
possessing the “will and arive’ to work in tribal 
‘areas hes to bo created. Ext finenciel 
Incentives end other :minities neod tobe proviced 
{0 them in consorienee with the inconveniences 
under which they #70 expected to ¢ehieve thelr 
tasgete, 


Voluntary ergenisation have en impor 
tole play In crecting consciousness among 
the beekward class for their development needs, 
‘mobiietion of euppoit to various programmes. 
‘and their effective implemontction. Such 
velumtary orgarisstion who cn the 


help 


féchemes in the picicet tes. He should also edministretion in achieving the goels of develop 

‘bp made ceeponsible for ery success or failure ment esrly necd to be peti2nised, 
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Study of Selected Dermatoglyphic characters 
of two Tribal populations of same 


Neighbourhood 


‘9 cormatoglyphie charactors of fingertips end 

Palm are under close gonetie influence, these «re 

‘used by the anthropolegiste a6 igeriminative 

characters for studying human varlation. The 

‘has boon considerable Improvement in the mathod 

‘of analysis during last one hundred yecr 
10 of 


‘subsequently improved by Gelpel and  Weninger. 
‘Sharma in his votlous papers discussed «bout 

1nd method of teking frinte for 
joular charactor, Comparatively 
the td" ridge count and its cortlation with 


‘The Study populations : 


‘The two populations from which samples have 
‘been drawn ere (i) Didayi and (i) Bhumla tiving 
in villages round Kudumulugumma (Block) 
Both the populations sharo the seme environment 
‘and ate primitive in technological egpect, educe= 
ton, health and economy.  Ferming cetivitiee sre 
‘supported or supplimented by collection trem the 
jungle. A large section of the Dideyis tive in tho 
hills but the Bhumias are plaine dweller. Both 
the tribes are genetically isoleted from each other, 
but there ate few cases of intemitures. Some 
‘study reports on these populations are valeble, 
180. no attempt will be made to give their social 
Idonttication.. 
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S. K. Ghosh Maulik 


‘Sample—A sample of 78 individusts (mato : 64 
female #21) of Didayl nd 118 Bhumia (male 74 
female : 41) ware taken in 1973-74, a8 ¢ prit of 
4 study project. “A total number of 380 elm 
rin of both the honds havo been considered 
bboctuso quite a considoreble number cf inte 
{rom tho individuals hed to bo rejected, Mzin 
use of ejection a obliteration ef tho digitel 
{i rédil duo to corn formation, which Is. vory 
common duo to prolonged uso of 


‘Method of print collection and a 
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Pl printe wore collected trom both the hands 
{in the most convenient way by applying ink 
on the palm and keeping a small cotton pid 
bbolow the paper to ensure good pint of the 
hollew region of the palm. Cate was teken to 
keep the palm in normal flexed condition. «s 
suggested by Berg cnd elgo Shorme. The ‘etd’ 
angle is slightly fected if theve. Ie too much 
sreching which ig not in ese of the t-d ridge 
count, Often the position of the exial_ ti! racus 
is altered ithor in the preximo-detel ot in the 
mmedio-letorel pecition, It hes been suggested 
that in such ceses both the angle end. the count 
differs. “It has become conventions! to record 
‘maximal reeding in ceso of tho cng énd minimet 
‘count forthe ridges, Though euctr methodolegi- 
cel difficulties ore encountered, these two 
‘quentitative cherzcters have been accepted se 
very useful discriminant in pelmar charectore. 


‘Analysis and interpretation 
Following tha methods of J. Mavslwala (1963) and 8. B. Holt (1988) the data have been analysed 
cand shown in table 1 and 2. Mean of tho angle and ridgo-count have been shown long with 
‘standard error and standerd deviation, 
TABLE 1 


‘Maximal atd angle among the Didayl and Bhumia 


Population ——SexNe. Left hand moan 4. Right hand mean s.e, 8. 
angle In degree angle in dogree 
Malo 84 3941 064 4.02 385 06s 492 
Didayi 
Femele 21 40.8 1.24 8:70 a4 103 470 
Male 74 420 082 7.21 412 082 7.23 
Bhumia 
Femole 4144.4 1.04 6,70 an 089 5.72 


‘The meximal atd angle emong the Dideyis is 39.1 degroo In the lft palm as egainst 38.8 degroes 
{in tho right, In case of tho male but tho females of tho same population show higher divergence in 
booth the palms (above 40°), Thore is no statistically significant bilateral oF bisexual differance, 

194 41.2° anglo inthe left ond right hands respectively; but the 
‘mean moosurement in both the hands, Bhumles also do not exhibit any slgnificent 
difference botwoen the sexes oF tho sides, 


oth the populations presont a very close nature of oceurronce of the moan maxsure of tho atd 
angio with the Diduyis having comparatively low score, 


‘TABLE 2 
‘Minimal tod ridge count among the Dicey! and Shure 


Population Lott Right 
™ Sox No. Mean aed, M, count we 
‘count 
” @ Oo ® © © Mm @ 

Male a 
Diday 

Female .. = 21 90567 

Mate m 98 19 168 94 18 156 
Bhumia 

Eomelo .. 41102784210 


‘Minimal count of t-d palmar ridges of the two populations have been presented in table—2. The 
Didayi males show hightst occurrence of ridges In betwoen the two tradi and d, They exceed 
‘tho moan count of thoie female counterpart. But an opposite pictu’e is obtained in case of the 
Bhurnias, where wa soa tho fomalas exhibit higher count than the males of their own group. No 
apparent’ r@a%09 can bs a3aginid for bisoxual vaation in the above two population samples 
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{In tablo 3, the deta hove been summed up 2s averages of the moans and respective standard 


deviation for the sake of easy comparability. The Dideyi show mesn of 396° for etd angle which le 
426° in the Bhumias. The meen of t-d ridge count among the Didayis is 979 end. among. the 
Bhumias it ie 961. The two groups exhibit » siga'icont difference in the atd angle (1-22, significent 
at 5 per cent lavalof probability). 


TABLE 3 
Some statistical Estimstions of the Traits 


Populations No. atdiangle dd cout Coeff, of 
mean, ‘mean cor (f) 
) @ 6) ®) ” 
Didayi 6 979 121 002 
Bhumio 115 961 16 —000 
122 1073 


‘There is no significant diffoenco batwoon tho gvoups In tod ridge eount. Bath the tibes show 
{8 nogetive re-elation betwoen tho tite 


Discussion 
iscriminotive officioney index of ths atd angles and t-4id3> counts, sing the sume of th 
choractors and average of tho mans, wis caloulated ae suggested by Ponroao and Smith (1988) a 
Borg (1968). The viluss are givon in table 4, 


‘TABLE 4 
Diseriminative atticleney indice> of the two Characters 


Populetions Sum of angles 0 S$ 1 Sumotcoumt 0 S$ 4 
Moon SO. Mean 8.0. 

O) a ©» © © M @ (10) «ry 

Didayi .. 799 96 29 114 08 1980 23 30 me 003 


Bhuria 28 129 


8 appears that tho angles atd is slightly wider in the left hand than the ight hand of males in 
both the ‘groups. Th» wider angle dapsads not only on the divergent postions of the ti radius 
‘a’ and ‘d’ but on uoword positions of the axial ti radius(t). It has been suggested (Gelpel, Weningor 
(1873) thatthe fongth-hoight index of the hand has got certain ralation with the atd angle, Wonings 
(73) sls0 suggssted physical consitution and racial sfflation of the subjects are important. ctiteria to 
be considered. The Indices of dissiiminstion and +’ values of comparision do not datoct any good 
degree of difference between tha populations, in thess two characters. These two groups are neighbour 
‘ng and have been living under similar ecological conditions for @ considerable longer time, They havo 
Got very close physical resambtancas though aro gensticallyisolsted. Oblitoration of variation in genetic 
Sharacter of complex natue cannat ba explained very easly. Negative corelation between thooe two 
‘charactors ate also reported by Mukharise (1967) on Bengalees end Barg (1968) on Englishmen. 
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